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 Minnesota Status Chapter 40, enacted in 1937, created the Minnesota Soil and Water 

Conservation Board. It was created to help solve serious erosion problems that were plaguing the nation 

in the 1930ôs.  Chapter 40 authorized the Board to create Soil and Water Conservation Districts and to 

provide the Districts with State level administration. The Douglas Soil and Water Conservation District 

was formed in 1954 through the efforts of many concerned Douglas County residents. The District is 

governed by five locally elected officials.   

 Our mission as District Supervisors is to promote, guide and direct an action program that will 

result in efficient conservation of soil and water. Our goal is to encourage use of all Douglas County 

land within its capabilities and to treat each acre according to its need. 

 The District cooperates with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service under a 

Memorandum of Understanding whereby full-time technical assistance on engineering, agronomy, 

biology, woodland conservation and administration is furnished to the District by the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service Area and State offices. Under the Memorandum of Understanding, the District 

uses the Natural Resources Conservation Service office in Alexandria as their headquarters.   

 The Douglas Soil and Water Conservation District prepares this report for farmers, agricultural 

agencies, businesses and all tax paying citizens interested in the conservation and preservation of soil, 

water, plants and wildlife resources. We present this record of our 2018 accomplishments and invite you 

to avail yourselves of the assistance provided by the Douglas Soil and Water Conservation District and 

its cooperating agencies. 

Board of Supervisors 

Douglas Soil and Water Conservation District 

 

Douglas SWCD 

900 Robert Street, Suite 102 

Alexandria, MN   56308 

(320)-763-3191 Ext. 3 

 The Douglas SWCD and the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service prohibits discrimination 

in its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political 

beliefs, sexual orientation and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs).  

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 

large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDAôs TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

The Douglas SWCD and the Natural Resources Conservation Service are equal opportunity providers and 

employers. 
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 2018 was a very productive year for the Douglas Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD). 

The year started with tree sales, and moved on to the following activities: tree planting, tree matting, tube 

installation, no-till planting, Wetland Conservation Act work survey and design for erosion control 

practices and feedlot improvement projects, and construction of erosion control practices and feedlot 

projects. Buffer Law Implementation consumed a large amount of time. There are many other different 

projects worked on through the Water Plan Completion Plan Amendment, water quality 

monitoring, Zebra Mussel Sampling, and of technical advice given.  

 Education activities were also a big part of the districts accomplishments. Some of the educational 

activities completed this year include: Area II and State Envirothons, 25th Annual Kidsô Groundwater 

Festival, Poster and Mural Contests, Essay Contest, Douglas County Fair booth, Viking Sportsman-Youth 

Outdoors Activities day, school programing, Boy Scout Merit Badge, Kids Fleet Farm Fishing Day, and 

multi-county outreach.  

 The Districts tree planting and matting program was again a huge success. Over 10,961 trees were 

planted and 30,380 feet of fabric was installed last year. The districts tree sales last year totaled over 

35,560 trees, which will benefit wildlife in Douglas County for many years to come. Staff was busy this 

past fall with the installation of erosion control practices in the County. A total of 8 sediment blocks were 

installed. More erosion control structures were planned,; however late harvest and wet weather prevented 

construction of these conservation practices. 3 Ag Waste systems were installed in 2018. Wetland 

restoration construction was also busy with 14 wetland restorations completed.  The District No-till drill 

program was extremely busy this year, planting over 1,200 acres of native grasses, soybeans and alfalfa. 

All of these conservation practices will benefit the soil productivity and water quality of Douglas County. 

A total of over $630,000 in federal and state grant cost share  funds were used to assist landowners in 

installing conservation practices 

 Two Clean Water Grants were started in 2018. The first is a feasibility study on reducing 

phosphorus inputs into Lake Ida from the Aquatic Management Area-County Ditch 23 inlet. The study 

will also identify other areas of excessive nutrient inputs within the Lake Ida watershed. The other clean 

water grant involves completing soil borings on unpermitted Ag Waste Pits to determine if the pits will 

need to be reconstructed to prevent contamination to groundwater.  

 The Ag BMP Loan Program was also used extensively by landowners in 2018. Loans included, 

septic updates and conservation tillage, planting, & spraying equipment. A total of over $813,000 in loan 

funds were used in the county. 

 The SWCD works closely with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) on federal 

programs offered to county landowners. These programs include: Environmental Quality Incentive 

Program (EQIP), Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE), and the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). 

The district also has a fulltime Pheasants Forever Biologist putting proposals together for landowners 

whose lands qualify for the CRP Buffers Program and other conservation programs. 

Year In Review 
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2018 Board of Supervisors 
  

Douglas County Soil and 
Water Conservation 
District Board of 
Supervisors includes: 

Back Row: (Left to Right) 
Mike Cleary, Bill Dropik 
Jr. and Ken Rutten 

Front Row: (Left to Right) 
Gary Thoennes, and Paul 

Barsness 

Paul Barsness 

Area 1 

Mike Cleary 

Area 2 

Gary Thoennes 

Area 3 

Bill Dropik 

Area 4 
Ken Rutten 

Area 5 
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2018 Staf f  
 

Douglas County Soil and Water Conservation District Staff includes: 

(Left to Right) Starla Arceneau, Andy Rice, Jerry Haggenmiller, Jessica Albertsen, 
Josh Meissner and Danielle Anderson 

2018 Tree Plant ing Crew 

Mike, Dan (pictured below) and Rigo (pictured right helped 
this year with the tree plantings. 
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2018 Interns 
  

Douglas County Soil and Water Conservation 
District Interns: 

Left: Sarah Zellmar- Conservation Corps   
summer intern 

 

Below: Hunter Mogler interning through the 
Alexandria Area High School  

2018 Purchases 

Douglas County Soil and Water Conservation District 
purchased a side by side and trailer to help with tree 

plantings and buffer checks. 

The District also purchased a  ñnew to usò F-250 pick up 
truck. (Not pictured).  
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2018 Staff hard at work 
 

 


