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Intorducing the Long Prairie Watershed - Part 2

A series of watershed articles disseminated by the L asagn dPrVvde srti eOtWaetre rTsahie

I n our previous article Part 1, we defined the t
& coming, focus watersheds i i ar e
The Long Prairie River is ngdg be
due to changes in | and use t Wi
over the past 200 years. T h g er

originates at Lake Carl os i i on
and meanders through gentl e at

wildlife | andscapes merging SE——— g R
south of Motley, MN i b8 ®Qo6rtiheomwaCeursthye.d Uratnidls ctahp
grdsasnd i ntermittent with dense forests of huge t
So dense in fact were these forests that it is s
Todd County because the forests any furthegcappst
as fild/l bet ween the forests and grasslands. The

Oji bwa and Dakota Nations offering excellent hun
transportation system which included the tributa
creeks. The watershed was utilized for these pur
represented a war divide between the two nations
was ceded by the Chippewa Nation for the anticip
east of the river for the Winnebago tribe during
tribes with the passage of Wi sconsin into stateh
Wi nnebago tribe prospered along with white sett]
of where Long Prairie now |ies was reputed to be

settl ement was abandoned during the 1962 Dakota

Il n 1t86&Q6 the forests within the watershed-sWwede ba
comprised of more than 65% forest]|
t h1e8 06 Eagl e, Mor an, Fish Trap, anc
sflenough at that time that the creek:
down creek to join the drives in t|

the riparian forests and their stal
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settlements and homes. Today , the Long Prairie
canoe route for amateur recreationalists.
Currently, the Long Prairie River Watershed is a
that occwu®es@d 4i7o tofe t he watershed area is used f
corn, and alfalfa; 8% is in grasslands or pastur
7% as devel opment for homes, urban areas, and mu
The Long Prairie Watershed covers 883 square mil
streams and rivers. The watershed spans six diff
East and West Otter Tail. Remember in Part 4 of
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in this example, those | and reach
Therefor e, even though the Long
Wadena and East and West Otter
| andscape topography, streams andgm
Prairie River.

The Long Prairie River remains a valwuable water
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swi mming, canoeing, and fishing, industrial <cons
river serves as a sport fishery for Northern Pik
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As you have read, impairments for the 1

#fdand sl owly the watershed is redefining
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the Long Prairie River.

Luckily, there are serious plans in development
and watersheds. TWRmuueg ailn Dtit@Ata wrn grme/ xtfi Rtahtéiocdéer ar n 1
about One Watershed, One Plans (1W1P) and some ¢
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under watershed updates.



Education and Outreach

The education and outreach the district st
COVHIID»® outbreak. Al events, activities, s
reschedul ed for a | atétérodatwat dhaFesnhclVadtd
year s), éQuur FawMauwsaegi ng and Maintaining He
wor kshop, educational/ school sessions, JlI
kids poster contest and many more. We 1| o
when we are abl e!

Buffers and Beyond

The Board of Soil and Water Resources (
calfBedl di ng BelthteergoBuf fodfr st hese f act she
information and to help provide | andow
mai ntain existing buffers. ThfBud ffeaccst
Cl eano\Baffefrer s © grroir Wislt celdiAfBé& £ ema s iov,e P
anfBuf fer MaFotemaneeinformation cont :
the BWSRhwélbpsit ébwsr . shtea-tt eefri®avreas /ald Ui
compliance for buffers on public wat
public ditches is right behind at 9¢
checks around the county to ensure
enf orcement takes pl ace. For other
of fice a call!!

No-Till Drills Available

Dougl ash &WCR has edOhda yskhewsbtnetirl ndor i | |
out. These drills work well for
hay mixes, alfalfa, soybeans, an
per acre ($100 minimum) in Dougl
mi ni mum pl us$ lash® laiddeny ofneaéd) out
SWCD will deliver the drill, <ca
when you are finished. Call th¢

Trees!

Douglas SWCD has sold trees f
over 45 years, and once agai:-r
service. This year we sold 2
Staff spent all spring worKki
fabric/tree tube installati
Apl antings which consisted o
fabric and 370Tteeeptuokaep
Al ooked a bit differently t
Astyle pickup. There were s
were foll owed closely by
hand delivered and | oaded
all owed for a no contact


https://bwsr.state.mn.us/building-better-buffers

